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originally produced it. Yet a clan of pure Bajputs is often
scattered abroad under half-a-dozen different rulers, of Its own
tribe or of alien race, but nevertheless continues to hold mar-
riage between any two persons of the clan to be incest. More-
over, each pure-blooded Hnjput clan now acts strictly upon
its assumption of affinity, and employs none of the devices
which must necessarily have been allowed in the earlier
stages of its growth for recruiting its body from outside. It
is impossible to suppose that all the members of a large clan
are really descended from one stock; but whatever fictions
were formerly permitted in order to keep up the strength,
none are now tolerated, and the clan relies for reproduction
entirely upon the marriage of males with the women of cognate
clans, never bringing in or adopting any one that has not
been actually bom within the circle. On the other hand, a
certain depletion goes on through the occasional cutting off
of blemished families or individuals, who have not kept up
their pedigree without flaw, who contract irregular marriages,
or who in any way suffer a custom to creep in which is con-
demned by the strict law of the clan. For example, the
custom of marrying a deceased brother's wife, which is a
recognized duty among some Indian tribes or castes, but is
contrary to the law of the clans, has crept in among one at
least of them; and the effect has been to detach a sept from
the rest of its brotherhood.

Here, then, in the pure genealogic clans of central India,
we have a very perfect specimen of the circle of affinity in
large type* containing a whole multitude of people tightly
bound together as brethren by the tradition of lineage. "We
may assume this to be a very early phase of the tribal institu-
tion, since almost all the tribes of which history gives any
particulars appear to have taken actual kinship and a common
descent as the basis for their superstructure, religious or
political, and all tradition recurs to this as the original type.
Nevertheless a little reflection upon and observation of the
constittition of the pure clan will convince one that it is by no
means the most primitive form- These rigid rules, of kinship
and intermarriage are excellent for preserving a clan's purity